A MESSAGE FROM THE TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS
MINISTER OF TOURISM, HONOURABLE RALPH L. HIGGS
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Come back to Turks & Caicos; come enjoy our lifestyle, our people, and our hospitality,
which the world has grown to love.  We are open to serve you. The Turks & Caicos
Islands that the world has grown to love is still here for you to come and enjoy--our
casual luxe lifestyle, our friendly people, and our warm hospitality are all waiting for you!
Hurricanes Irma and Maria did not break us, they did not steal our ability to love and
serve. These storms only exposed some of our vulnerabilities which we must strengthen.
While the vast majority of our tourism infrastructure sustained minimal damages,
several of our communities received direct hits from Irma. Indeed, this will cause some
hardship over the short and medium term; however, we have persevered and came
through with high spirits.  Our government rededicates itself to the rebuilding process on
a steady path of completion in the near future.

The Turks & Caicos Islands have adapted with resilience.  Our ability to foster
partnerships with key agencies, locally and internationally, will accelerate the process of
recovery.  We continue to remain optimistically confident that we will be able to return to
providing the quality and excellent service that our islands are known for. Our tourism
product will continue to evolve from the experiences we have undergone, affording us
the opportunity to be more creative and innovative with the goods and services we offer.
Hoteliers are on schedule with their repairs and annual off-season maintenance
schedules in preparation for re-opening, and have demonstrated their support for the
welfare of their workers and the greater community as a whole.  “Irma and Maria have
provided some challenging circumstances, but circumstances that present us with
opportunities to forge new relationships and strengthen existing ones,” commented
Nikheel Advani, President of Turks and Caicos Hotel & Tourism Association. “We are here
to serve, and serve we will”.
Most international flights have resumed normal operations as at S
 aturday, September
23rd. The majority of the countries utilities services are back on l ine, and the workers
are feverishly addressing those pending.
As Minister of Tourism, I would like to encourage you to include T
 urks & Caicos Islands in
your vacation plans right away. I can assure you that the warm hospitality which our
islands have become synonymous with, will embrace you.
You w
 ill a
 lso get some pleasure from knowing that while you are vacationing with us,
you are helping us to rebuild our islands and returning normal lives to our people.
So come back to the TCI, which will always be Beautiful by Nature.
For further details and ongoing updates regarding the resorts, restaurants and activity
schedules, please refer to our website:
http://turksandcaicostourism.com/recoveryupdate

Regards,

Hon. Ralph L. Higgs
Minister of Tourism, Environment, Gaming, Culture and Heritage
Turks & Caicos Islands Government

